
Is a hand-held 
communication device 

being used?

Is the device a mobile 
telephone?

Is the device a 
hand-held device that can 

perform an interactive 
communication function 

by transmitting and 
receiving data but is not a 
two-way radio or a mobile 

telephone?

Is the device a 
two-way radio
(CB Radio)?

Your activities are not 
subject to the regulation

Are you using this device while:
•	 driving on a road?
•	 supervising a learner who is 

driving on a road?
Are you causing or permitting a person 

to drive while using such a device?

Was the device being used to call the 
emergency services on 112 or 999 in a 

genuine emergency and it was unsafe or 
impracticable to stop to make the call?

No breach of the 
regulation

YOU HAVE 
BREACHED THE 

REGULATION

NOTE:  Effective 1 December 2003 it will be an offence to use a hand-held mobile 
phone or similar device while driving or in certain other circumstances.  This chart 
provides guidance as to what is and is not prohibited.  This is only a simplified guide 
and, should you have any doubts as to whether an activity is lawful, you should seek 
your own legal advice.
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